
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Laura Beach\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\LVHS9IXV\MP900407481[1].JPG]When Things Are Not Right:  Praying for Justice
 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all God’s people, on the golden altar in front of the throne.  The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of God’s people, went up before God from the angel’s hand.  Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. --Revelation 8:3-5 NIV

To clasp the hands in prayer is the beginning of an uprising against the disorder of the world.  --Karl Barth

During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.  --Hebrews 5:7 , NIV

Fundamentals  of Prayer
True prayer is making known our requests to God, according to His will, with faith in His love, and the realization of our own dependence upon Him in our hearts (Phil. 4:6; Jn.5:14; 1K.8:47,52).
God first works true prayer in humble hearts by pouring upon them the “Spirit of grace and supplication” (Zech. 12:10). The Holy Spirit then reveals what is to be prayed for and leads in the manner of prayer.  All true prayer is by the teaching of the Spirit of God (Ro. 8:26).
Secret prayer, by one alone with God, has the following advantages over public prayer:  There is less danger of hypocrisy; the believer can “descend to particulars” that would not be appropriate to address in public; there can be a show of affection and emotion that expresses the state of the heart, especially if perplexed with grief or fear, which would be considered unseemly or immodest in public (Mt. 6:5, Lk. 18:10-14).
Public prayer, on the other side, enjoys its own place and privilege:  It is mandated in the order and ordinances of the Church (1 Tim 2:1); many can enter agreement, touch upon a thing to be asked, and lay hold of the special promise that it will be done (Mt. 18:19); we can set upon things and battle, as it were, in a troop; we present testimony that God is sovereign and governs the affairs of men; we demonstrate that the Lord is present with the Church and hears their requests, thereby confirming the faith of fellow believers, convicting the immoral and convincing the atheist…
The prayers of the devout will always ascend and find their way to the Lord.  Blessed be His name who has provided this ready means of divine comfort and assistance for His servants, even in their most desolate situations.
--John Robinson (1576-1625) was a pilgrim pastor who disciple the band of believers that boarded the Mayflower in 1620. He instructed on both devotional “secret” prayer and on corporate “public” prayer.  Excerpted from New Essays, published 1625, and adapted by Gary P. Bergel.  Pray Magazine, Mar/Apr. 2009, p. 55.

Beating on the Doors of Heaven:  Wrestling With God For Justice
 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” --Luke 18:6-8 NIV

This standing between God and people involves a kind of wrestling with God.  That is part of our suffering, a little like arguing with our best friend.  Tertullian calls it “a kind of holy violence to God.” Like Jacob of old, who wrestled all night with the angel, we refuse to let go until we receive a blessing, not for us but for others.  We argue with God so that his justice may be overcome by his mercy.  It is only because of our intimacy with God that we can thus wrestle with him.
This is not anger.  It is not whining.  It is, as Martin Luther puts it, “a continuous violent action of the spirit as it is lifted up to God.”  We are engaging in serious business.  Our prayers are important having effect with God.  We want God to know the earnestness of our heart.  We beat on the doors of heaven because we want to be heard on high.  We agonize.  We cry out.  We shout.  We pray with sobs and tears.  Our prayers become the groaning of a struggling faith. As Charles Spurgeon reminds us, “Prayer is able to prevail with Heaven and bend omnipotence to its desires.”
--Richard Foster from Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home, pp. 225-227.

Prayers of Justice:  A Spiritual Underground Resistance Movement
The true prophetic message always calls us to a spiritual defiance of the world as it now is.  Our prayer, to the extent that is fully authentic, undermines the status quo.  It is a spiritual underground resistance movement.  We are subversives in a world of injustice, oppression, and violence.  Like Amos of old, we demand that “justice roll down like the waters, and righteousness like an ever flowing stream” (Amos 5:24).  We plead the case of the orphan and the widow , or whoever the helpless ones are in our context…We become the voice of the voiceless, pleading their cause all the way to the throne of heaven.  We demand to be heard.  WE insist that changes be made.  “Biblical prayer,” writes Walter Wink, “is impertinent, persistent, shameless, indecorous. It is more like haggling in an outdoor bazaar than the polite monologues of the churches.” Like Abraham we bargain with God over the fate of the city (Gen. 18).  Like Moses we argue with God over the fate of the people (Exod. 32). Like Esther we plead with God over the fate of the nation (Esther 4)…

The weapons of our resistance make us appear to be completely irrelevant to a world based on power, efficiency, and control.  We speak the truth.  We pray for our enemies.  We refuse to cooperate with injustice. And yet, incredible as it may seem, these weapons are powerful in pulling down strongholds and bringing to birth the righteousness and peaceable kingdom of Jesus.
--Richard Foster from Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home, pp. 245-248.

Notes --

Praying Justice: One Example
	


Welcome
	
Invite the Holy Spirit to guide you. Offer prayers of welcome and invitation.  Then, it is a beautiful practice to pause and worship as the God whom you have welcomed, joins you.  A song of worship may flow or simply wait in quiet…
	 A Few Scriptural References…Can You Find Others?

“But will God really dwell on earth with humans? The heavens, even the highest heavens, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built! 19 Yet, LORD my God, give attention to your servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy. Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is praying in your presence. 20 May your eyes be open toward this temple day and night, this place of which you said you would put your Name there. May you hear the prayer your servant prays toward this place. 21 Hear the supplications of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling place; and when you hear, forgive. --2 Chronicles 6:18




	


Praise
	




Acknowledge who God is.  What kind of God do you believe in?
	
 7 For the LORD is righteous, 
   he loves justice; 
   the upright will see his face. --Psalm 11:-7 

16 Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors have made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all those around us. 
 17 “Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary. 18 Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. --Daniel 9:16-18 NIV


	
Be Honest
	
Cry out to God with What Is Not In His Right Order. 
Select 1 situation and focus on that situation.

	

	

Focus on Scripture
	



Pray back to God what the Word says about His right order.
	11 They must turn from evil and do good; 
   they must seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 
   and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
 13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? --1 Peter 3:11-13 NIV

18 … for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. --Philippians 1:18b-20 NIV

 7 Instead of your shame    you will receive a double portion, and instead of disgrace    you will rejoice in your inheritance. 
And so you will inherit a double portion in your land,     and everlasting joy will be yours.   8 “For I, the LORD, love justice;    I hate robbery and wrongdoing. 
In my faithfulness I will reward my people    and make an everlasting covenant with them.  9 Their descendants will be known among the nations and their offspring among the peoples. All who see them will acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed.” --Isaiah 61:7-9 


	

   Listen
	




Listen for God’s Response.  What do you hear or see?  What is God revealing to you as you listen?


	One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!” 
  Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. 
   The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God.  Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. 
--Acts 10:3-5, NIV

5 the LORD God Almighty, 
   the LORD is his name! 
6 But you must return to your God; 
   maintain love and justice, 
   and wait for your God always. Hosea 12:5-7 
18 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. 
   Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. --Philippians 1:18-20 NIV


	Respond
	Respond to what was revealed.  Talk to God about what is blessing in that, what is a struggle, what  is needed, etc.
	

	

Thank
	


Offer gratitude and praise.
	
 1 Then Hannah prayed and said: 
   “My heart rejoices in the LORD; 
   in the LORD my horn is lifted high. 
My mouth boasts over my enemies, 
   for I delight in your deliverance. 
 2 “There is no one holy like the LORD; 
   there is no one besides you; 
   there is no Rock like our God. 
 . --1 Samuel 2

5 Let your sharp arrows pierce the hearts of the king’s enemies; 
   let the nations fall beneath your feet. 
6 Your throne, O God,[a] will last for ever and ever; 
   a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 
7 You love righteousness and hate wickedness; 
   therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions 
   by anointing you with the oil of joy. -- Psalm 45:5-7 NIV


	Repeat
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